CHAPTER V.
THE HINDU SACRED MARKS-.    (Pundram).
"He who has no right to distinguishing marks, yet gains a subsistence by wearing false mark of distinction, takes to himself the sin committed by those who are entitled to such marks, and shall again be born from the womb of a brute animal," (Manu, iv. 200).
No mention is made in the Vedas of the pundrams or sacred marks, but the Smrities and Puranams take particular notice of them. Since, however, the Smrities are based upon the Vedas, it is inferred that some parts of the .Vedas are now lost, and that those lost portions probably contain the injunctions on this point. It is said that these sacred "marks were originally intended to distinguish the four castes ; but however that may be, it is clear that in the present day they are used to distinguish the members of the various religious sects or divisions.
All Hindus may roughly be divided into the worshippers of Vishnu and the worshippers of Siva. These, however much they may differ in general, agree pretty much in some main points, and they are all good Hindus. A man may leave the one sect and join the other, if he so desires and if he can at the same time bear the cost of the necessary ceremonies. Brahma, the first person in the Hindu Triad (Trimdrti), is not, as a matter of fact, worshipped at all. Vishnu and 10